
Evaluating and Communicating Student Progress 

Framework for our Evaluation of Student Progress  

Vision Mundo Verde aims to align practices for student evaluation and reporting with its              

larger mission and vision for learning. In an inclusive school, grading at Mundo Verde is               

aligned to our belief for equitable outcomes for students and our values for teaching and               

learning.  

 

Core Beliefs Through grading and reporting we believe that: 

● Students experience ownership and develop a growth mindset as the result of            

grading and reporting.  

● Student performance is defined by their progress along a continuum of learning            

based on standards, not by     

their performance  

compared to others.  

● Students have a right to     

know where they are along     

this continuum, and that    

this progress is measured    

by their performance and    

the quality of their work     

(evidenced-based). 

● Families have a right to     

support their children and    

are aided in doing so when      

teachers communicate the   

learning of greatest importance to the grade on an ongoing and frequent basis.  

● Students are required to provide evidence of their learning and their progress            

towards Common Core standards and ESPICA (Habits of Community Stewardship).          

This affirms and teaches the evidence-based academic mindset that is at the center             

of the Common Core. Mastery is not about pleasing a teacher; it is about providing               

evidence of understanding and skill. A culture of evidence is a culture of equity. 

● Each member of the community is known as a whole person with a full range of                

unique interests, aspirations, characteristics, and background circumstances. As        

such, every community member is welcomed as a whole person, bringing all aspects             

of themselves. 

 

To model this vision and set of core beliefs as key drivers towards equity, student               

evaluation and reporting must be: 

 

1. Accurate: Assessment tools are standards-aligned (see below) and normed         

throughout the school. Teachers report progress towards specific standards-aligned         

learning targets. 

 

2. Student Centered: All students know and articulate the assignment expectations          

through learning targets, student facing tools such as rubrics, and reflection and            

feedback.  

 



3. Timely: Feedback to students and families is timely, offering room for revision and             

growth towards personalized goals. Portfolios and data overviews (family friendly          

summary of raw scores) for each student are sent home the first Tuesday of every               

month. 
 

4. Evidence and Standards-based:  

● Standards-based grading breaks down the Common Core State Standards and          

subject matter into smaller “learning targets.”  

● Each learning target is a teachable, student-friendly concept that students aim to            

master by the end of the curriculum unit.  

● Student evaluation is based on demonstration of mastery: independent         

understanding and new application of content or skill, rather than a           

demonstration of participation or completion. 

● Students attempt standards-aligned activities (projects, worksheets, quizzes,       

essays, presentations, etc.).  

● Teachers assess the student output and score the students’ current level of            

mastery or proficiency that was demonstrated in relation to specific standards.  

● Recent student evidence takes precedence over older student evidence so that           

students’ grades reflect what students know and can do now, rather than average             

of their proficiency over time. 

● Throughout the term, teachers monitor student progress on each target (using a            

1-4 point scale outlined below), give appropriate feedback, and adapt instruction           

to meet student needs.  

 

Student Progress: Four Point Scale 

1-Beginning 2-Approaching 3-Meeting Grade 

Level Expectation 

4-Exceeding 

1 - I’m a novice. I 

need help 

understanding, 

using and applying 

it. 

 

2 - I’m an apprentice. I 

understand it but I 

need help using or 

applying it. 

 

3 - I’m a practitioner. I 

understand it, can use 

or apply it, and can 

teach others. 

4 - I’m an expert. I 

understand it, can 

teach others, and 

apply it to new 

situations. 

 

 

Traditional vs. Standards-based Grading (Example from 3rd Grade) 

Traditional Grading Standards-based Grading 

Subject / Class T2 Subject / Evidence Learning Targets T2 

Mathematics 95% = A Mathematics - Module 

4: Multiplication and 

Area 

- Standard 3.MD.7: 

Relate area to the 

operations of 

multiplication and 

addition. 

 

End of Module 

Assessment 

- Question # 2 

I can measure area by 

counting square units and 

multiplying side lengths.  
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English Language 

Arts 

80% = B- Module 4 End of 

Module Assessment  

- Question #3 

I can find the area of 

figures by decomposing 

(breaking apart) and 

adding in real world 

problems.  

2 

● Simple letter grades. 

● Assessments based on 

teacher-defined criteria. 

● A single overall grade per 

student based on a 

combination of related and 

unrelated assessments of 

skills, knowledge, performance 

and conduct over a period of 

time. 

● Rubrics with meaningful labels and specific criteria. 

● Assessments based on specific state, district or 

school-wide standards. 

● Multiple grades per student: one for each learning 

target (derived from larger standard) that reflects the 

student's ability related to the standard at a certain 

moment in time. 

 

 

Student Portfolios A portfolio is a selected body of student work - aligned to individualized               

goals, with reflections - that provides evidence of a student’s progress toward standards,             

learning targets, and character growth.  

 

● Student portfolios represent a living piece of teaching and learning in the classroom.             

They are the most accurate, concrete, and accessible way to get a clear picture of a                

student’s work and progress. 

● A student’s portfolio is the anchor of their student-led conference, ensuring that            

these meetings are student-driven and student-focused. 

○ Portfolios allow students to more easily prepare for conferences where they are            

leading their their families through their work, explaining their grades, sharing           

their reflections, and discussing their goals. Students can play a lead role in             

preparing for and facilitating their conferences by using their portfolio as their            

basis for organization and presentation.  

○ With students tracking their progress through portfolio reflection the entire year,           

SLCs allow students to celebrate their success and/or identify strategies to help            

each student reach their goals. 

● Student portfolios are a key structure for documenting and communicating learning           

within a system of student-engaged assessment where every student reflects          

regularly on their work and growth towards their goals. 

● Student portfolios will include student work and scored assessments, student          

goal-setting sheets, rubrics and aligned standards-based scoring tools, student         

reflections, and curriculum overviews and descriptions. 

 

Why do portfolios matter? Portfolios require and empower students to take the lead role              

in their own learning, building the dispositions and skills they will need to succeed in future                

academic endeavors and life. Creating a portfolio and sharing it with a caring but critical               

audience is a powerful rite of passage for students. Portfolios give students the opportunity              

to demonstrate their achievement and growth and underscore the link among assessment,            

learning, transfer, and student engagement.  

 

How do families access their child’s portfolio? 

● Portfolios will be sent home in backpacks the first Tuesday of every month beginning              

October 2. Families will receive a reminder that they are coming home! Portfolios             

must be returned to the school no later than Friday of the same week. 

● Portfolios may also be viewed during arrival (8:10-8:25 am) but may not be             



removed from the classroom.  

● Portfolios will be reviewed at all 3 parent-teacher or student-led conferences           

throughout the school year. 

 

Assessment: Evaluating Student Progress and Growth 

Mundo Verde considers assessment an integral part of a successful educational program. We             

use a variety of evaluation tools throughout the school year to provide an individual,              

holistic, and accurate picture of student learning and teacher and program effectiveness.            

This practice gives us information that is fair, meaningful, and useful, both for evaluating              

the school’s performance and ensuring we are continually meeting each student’s needs. At             

Mundo Verde, student progress and growth are assessed with both formal and informal             

measures. Teachers practice ongoing assessment of student understanding, matching the          

purpose and function of each assessment to learning targets for that grade level and using               

the results to document student progress and guide instruction. We have also selected             

standardized tests that track student development towards the mastery of specific,           

measurable knowledge and skills, and specifically address our goals and methods of            

instruction. 

  

Our faculty is trained and committed to analyzing assessment results to evaluate our             

effectiveness at the student, classroom, and school-wide levels. Teachers and          

administrators use this information to tailor instruction and modify other aspects of the             

program in order to meet each student’s needs so that his or her performance will reach or                 

exceed grade-level. In addition to class-based, teacher-made assessments, students are          

evaluated using the following assessments in the following grades for the purpose indicated. 

If you have any questions regarding these assessments, please contact the Principal. 

 

Assessments used at Mundo Verde 

Teacher-designed Assessment Curriculum-provided Assessment 

● Assessments for learning (formative): 

checklists, observations, mid-unit 

on-demand tasks 

● Assessments of learning (summative): 

End of unit on-demand tasks, final 

products 

● Teaching Strategies GOLD documentation 

● Eureka Math daily, mid-module and end of 

module assessments 

Classroom Standardized Assessment State-mandated Standardized Assessment 

Evaluaci

ón del 

desarroll

o de la 

lectura 

2 

(EDL2)*
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● Kinder - 5th Grade 

● Spanish reading diagnostic 

● Beginning, Middle and End of year 

Partnership for 

Assessment of 

Readiness for 

College and 

Careers (PARCC)* 

● 3rd - 5th Grade 

● ELA and Math Common 

Core State Standards 

 

Fountas 

& 

Pinnell* 

● 1st - 5th Grade 

● English reading diagnostic 

● Beginning, Middle and End of year 

NCSC Alternate 

Assessment 

● 3rd - 5th grade students 

with serious intellectual 

disabilities 

● Substitute for PARCC 

1
 Developmental Reading Assessment-2 in Spanish 



GMADE* 

 

● Kinder - 2nd Grade 

● Math  

● Middle and End of Year 

 

ACCESS for ELLs ● K-5th Grade English 

Language Learners 

● Spring 

● Results used to determine 

ELL status for following year 

Achieve

ment 

Network 

Benchm

ark 

Assessm

ents 

● 3rd - 5th Grade 

● ELA and Math CCSS 

● PARCC preparation and readiness 

DC Science 

Assessment* 

● 5th Grade 

● Next Generation Science 

Standards  

Pre-IPT/ 

IPT 

● PreK - 5th Grade 

● Spanish oral language skills 

● End of Year 

● English version used to screen for 

ELL status at beginning of year

 

K-WAPT / WAPT ● K-5th Grade 

● English language ability 

● Administered to students 

during first year of 

enrollment if parents/tutors 

report a language other 

than English is spoken at 

home

 

CLASS* ● PreK 

● Observations of classroom 

environment and teacher 

interaction 

● Not an assessment of 

students 

*School-wide results are published by the Public Charter School Board and/or the Office of the State 

Superintendent. 

 

Core Elements for Communicating Student Progress 

The chart below provides a brief description of each of the ways we aim to keep families                 

informed about what’s happening in our classrooms, and with each individual student. With             

the chart we aim to answer frequently asked questions from families such as: How do I                

know what my child is learning? What is happening in my child’s classroom? How can I stay                 

informed about my child’s progress?  

 

For more on what’s happening at school and how you can get involved, see the weekly                

family update, the school calendar published on the website, and the family engagement             

section of the Family Handbook. 

 

Core Elements of Communication re: Student Progress - SY18-19 

 

Core Element 

Description / 

What will parents will learn? 

Why /  

What does a student gain? 

What: Student 

portfolio 

 

Where & When:  

Sent home in 

backpacks 

 

First Tuesday, 

monthly beginning 

Binder featuring organized 

collection of student work 

that provides evidence of a 

student’s progress toward 

standards, learning targets, and 

character growth  

Portfolios require and empower 

students to take the lead role in 

their own learning by promoting 

regular student reflection on areas 

of strength and areas of growth, 

curation of individual work, and 

supporting students in connecting 

assessment and evaluation to 

growth mindset and progress. 



October 

What: Student data 

summary 

 

*Examples and Q&A 

available at Back to 

School Night! Join us! 

 

Where & When:  

Within portfolio 

First Tuesday, 

monthly beginning 

October 

Shows overview of student scores 

on summative assessments aligned 

to standards. Similar to a report 

card but updated regularly, 

following the assessment and 

curriculum timeline (data varies by 

grade) 

Provides a snapshot of student 

achievement on all assessed 

standards. Standards-based 

reporting on a 1-4 scale for each 

individual student available to 

families on a monthly basis.  

What: Parent-teacher 

conferences (PTCs) 

 

Where & When: 

Once annually 

Friday, March 8, 2019 

One-on-one conferences not 

including students where teachers 

share individualized evidence of 

current strengths and needs 

Build strong home to school 

partnership for academic and 

social success; share data on 

academics and social emotional 

learning 

What: Student-led 

conferences (SLCs) 

 

Where & When: 

Twice annually 

 

SLC 1: Friday, October 

26, 2018 

 

SLC 2: Friday, June 7, 

2019 

*5th Grade Passage 

SLC subject to change 

pending Capstone 

dates. 

Students lead their families 

through their work, explain their 

grades, share their reflections, and 

discuss their goals.  

 

*Teachers and crew leaders are 

responsible for supporting student 

preparation including using data 

with students, goal-setting, 

portfolio organization, practice on 

presentation, etc. before the 

conference but take the back seat 

during the conference. 

 

Students take responsibility for 

their learning in both academics 

and habits of community 

stewardship. Leading their own 

conference enables students to 

persevere and grow in the face of 

challenge because it focuses their 

attention on the specific steps 

they’ve taken, or will take, to 

achieve high quality work 

 

SLCs help students: 

• Share insights about themselves 

as learners 

• Discuss academics with their 

parents/tutors in a positive and 

proactive way 

• Hone their verbal communication 

and critical thinking skills 

• Build open relationships with 

their families about school 

progress 

What: Curriculum 

summaries and unit 

overviews 

 

Where & When: 

Snapshots of each 

unit from beginning to 

end. 

 

*Examples and Q&A 

available at Back to 

School Night! Join us! 

Curriculum summaries and unit 

overviews communicate the 

guiding questions, assessed 

standards, expected student 

evaluations, and learning 

progression for each unit being 

taught across all subjects. 

Concise, accessible way for 

parents to understand what 

students are learning and working 

towards. Provides a high level 

view of what the content and 

standards are for your grade level. 

What: LivingTree 

communication 

 

Where & When: 

Digital platform and 

Digital blog posted by each grade 

level 

 

- Highlights the learning for the 

week as well as upcoming events, 

fieldwork, celebrations, etc. 

- Sign-up for conferences, 

chaperoning, and volunteering on 



generates email, at 

least weekly 

LivingTree 

*School-wide results are published by the Public Charter School Board and the Office of the State Superintendent. 

 

Accountability Results - State and District Compliance  

All D.C. public charter schools gather data about their students’ achievement and growth as              

well as mission-specific factors. These results are shared with the Public Charter School             

Board annually. To see Mundo Verde’s most recent accountability results, please visit the             

D.C. Public Charter School Board's website at http://www.dcpcsb.org/. In addition the Office            

of the State Superintendent also publishes accountability results about each public school in             

the District of Columbia; that information can be found at http://www.osse.dc.gov.  
 

Mundo Verde may also be called upon by the Office of the State Superintendent or Public                

Charter School Board to participate in research studies by administering assessments, such            

as the Terra Nova or National Assessment of Educational Progress, to a sample of students.               

When this occurs, families are notified and participation is voluntary. 

 

http://www.dcpcsb.org/
http://www.osse.dc.gov/

